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SCHOOL REPORT. 


Freviow Cirizuns: It affords us pleasure to announce grati- 
fying results in the working of our noble common school system 
in the town of Mason the past year. The several prudential com- 
mittees, almost without exception, were usually successful in bring- 
ing able, tried and experienced teachers into their service, and 
good, flourishing, prosperous schools have been the result. We 
are pleased, also, to note a growing interest on the part of parents 
and guardians in the welfare of their schools and the cause of ed- 
ucation, and manifesting it by their frequent visitations and en- 
couraging words. Peace and harmony, with little exception, have 
prevailed in each district. Nearly every winter school commenced 
and closed its term early, and thus secured the advantage of ex- 
cellent going. But little sickness, and a single death in the vil- 
lage school came to our knowledge; notwithstanding, colds were 
almost universal through the town near the close of the winter 
terms, and continual coughing rendered many of the examination 
days very noisy. We have not failed in a single instance to visit 
sach school near its commencement and at its close, and feel pre- 
pared therefore to congratulate the friends of education in town 
on the success of their efforts in this direction the past year. 

‘ 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


| 

The Summer Term of this school was taught by Miss Sarat 
F. Apams, of Townsend, Mass., and continued 10 weeks. This 
young lady possesses the rare qualities that make the “ good teach- 
er.’ Her easy manner and quiet dignity are not such as have 
no force in them, but seemed to take right hold on her pupils and 
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secure good order and a pleasant school. The examination de- 
veloped marked progress on the part of the pupils; and it was 
easy to see by their enthusiasm and ready answers given that the 
school had been well and faithfully instructed. It would be to 
the advantage of any one of our schools that might induce Miss 
Adams to come this way again. 

The Winter Term of 13 weeks was under the direction of Mr. 
E. R. H. Hopeman, of this district, and a member of Dartmouth 
College, who brought with him the reputation of being a good 
scholar, and entered upon his labors with hope. ‘The school ap- 
peared well organized when we “dropped in” at its beginning, 
and also at its close, and it was evident—though several of the 
larger scholars were absent—that fair progress had been made in 
all the branches of study. Mr. H. has a clear apprehension of 
the first principles to be explained to learners and illustrated, and 
we were pleased with his free and easy manner of handling his 
subjects, as well as with the thoroughness with which he did his 
work. If wemight be allowed a single suggestion, it would be 
that a little more fire only is needed to make Mr. H. an excellent 
teacher. 


DISTRICT NO. II. 


The Summer Term of 9 weeks was under the charge of Miss 
Marion Rappry, of Mason, whose good reputation as a teacher 
has long been established. Good order, studiousness, and cour- 
teous behavior distinguished this school, which, by the way, is a 
very pleasant one to teach. The school was thoroughly drilled in 
all its departments of study, and it is but justice to say that in 
this, as in all other schools, Miss R. happily impressed her schol- 
ars with her own refined and accomplished manners. 

Mr. 8. H. RussEx1, of the district, taught the Winter Term of 
10 weeks. Nothing we might say would either add to or detract 
from his reputation as an educator of children. His services in 
the district, where only a good school would be tolerated, are fully 
appreciated. The examination showed that the scholars had made 
advancement in their studies commensurate with their opportuni- 
ties, and the many visitors present to witness its closing ex- 
ercises, went away highly pleased with what they saw and heard 
on that occasion. 


DISTRICT NO. III. 


Grammar School. The Summer Term was taught by Miss 
ELizaABETH McGown, and continued 9 weeks. She has a well- 
earned reputation as a teacher, and conducted the school success- 
fully to its close. It is a hard school to govern, and we thought 
her too frail, physically, for so great a work. But by patience, 
kindness, and earnest effort, she saw it close in peace and harmo- 
ny, having, by these qualities specified, secured the control of the 
house where she should be mistress. 


Fall Term of Grammar School. The Fall Term of 9 weeks 
Miss——Kerrn, of———kept. This teacher has the “ real grit ” 
for one aspiring to rule in such a school as this; and order she 
would and did have to the last. The school seemed to be taking 
the right shape when we visited it at the commencement. Abso- 
lute authority in governing the school was occasionally interrupt- 
ed, but it was as often reaffirmed; and when the examination 
opened, with a host of visitors in, there was a most orderly well- 
behaved school. All the classes in all the branches pursued had 
made remarkable progress, astonishing the visitors with their 
ready and correct answers. An excellent feature in the arrange- 
ment of the classes was for the younger class to go as far as it 
could, thoroughly ; there the next older class took up the subject 
and went as far as it could go thoroughly ; and then the highest 
class started where the last broke off, and went through the book. 
This method should be adopted by every teacher, for while it has 
advantages every way, it also prevents the tediousness of contin- 
ual repetition. With this term dates the rise of our Grammar 
School a step in advance of the other schools in town. 


Winter Term of Grammar School. The Winter Term was un- 
der the instruction of Mr. Cuaries Hin, of Temple, and a 
member of Dartmouth College. Mr. Hill is a live man, and 
“apt to teach,” though young in years. ‘The school kept 11 weeks, 
and more than sustained its character of the former term. ‘There 
was now and then a little skirmishing in the school room, but or- 
der was maintained, and a good feeling existed mutually in all 
the district. Many were the visitors at the examination, and all 
were more than pleased with the general appearance of the school, 
and the rapid and thorough progress it had made, 
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Primary Department. This school, summer, autumn and win- 
ter terms, were all under the charge of Miss Ora Hopkins, of 
Mont Vernon, whose whole soul and body seemed wrapped up in 
the work in which she was engaged, and the work was great. 
Iiach next term was better than the preceding one. Too much 
cannot be said in praise of either. The gymnastic and great ya- 
riety of other exercises added much to the interest and morale of 
the school, and aided the teacher much in keeping the little folks 
awake and still enough, at times, to hear the clock tick. She has 
tact to interest her pupils and hold their attention, and through 
them to more than interest their parents and friends. It is sel- 
dom we find a teacher so well adapted to the work of teaching 
children as Miss Hopkins. Singing is made a useful recreation, 
too. This department is wholly under the direction of a little girl, 
Miss Mary Kingsbury, and it was said at the examination by one 
of the best singers in the State, E. B. Barrett, that he did not be- 
lieve the singing of this school could be excelled by any compa- 
ny of children of the same age in the State. 


More room, and a still higher department is demanded in this 
district. The scholars are too many for the room, and some too 
far advanced for the advantages the Grammar School affords ; 
and we hope the friends of education in this district, after care- 
ful consideration of the subject, will arise and build. 


Dis tRIcr NOeLV, 


The Summer Term of 9 weeks was kept by Miss Lucra T. Huix1, 
of Townsend, Mass. The school, generally small, was well at- 
tended this term, and its appearance at its close was excellent. 
Miss Hill is admirably adapted to the work of teaching. She dif- 
fuses her own spirit of life, energy, and feeling through the schol- 
ars, inspires them with confidence in themselves, and creates a live 
school of a high order. Thorough, systematic, and untiring in 
her efforts, Miss Hill’s school was an entire success, and those pres- 
ent at the examination will not soon forget the interesting occa- 
sion, nor Jose the influence with which its exercises inspired them. 
J.C. Mason, Esq., Chairman of the Committee, was present and 
declared the order, progress, and spirit of the school second to none 
he ever visited. 
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Miss H. L. Fower, of Wilton, taught the Winter Term of 11 
weeks, and though the school was smaller and Jess enthusiastic 
than its predecessor, yet it gave general satisfaction to the district. 
Miss Fowler is young, and this was her first experience in school 
keeping. Her success was above the average of beginners. 


DIST RIG NO. Ne 


The Summer Term of 83, and the Winter Term of 114 weeks, 
were both conducted pleasantly and profitably by Miss Asse FE. 
Hosmer, of Mason, who bids fair to become a successful teacher. 
“These were her first efforts at school keeping, and resulted in a 
good reputation in the district. Parents had confidence in her; 
her scholars loved her ; and the closing hour of the winter term 
was one of tender recollection. Old Hundred, sung at the close 
by the visitors, was effective in starting many a tear. 


DISERICT NO. VI. 


The Summer Term commenced April 27th, and continued 10 
weeks, under the charge of Miss GreorGiANNA INGALLS, of Ma- 
son. This is one of the best schools in town, the district having 
been successful in its choice of teachers for several terms, and it 
appeared well at its close this term. One defect of the school— 
and a common one with several others—is the prevalence of too 
many books by different authors. We hope the evil may be rem- 
edied by the adoption of the plan suggested in the closing remarks 
of this report. 


The Winter Term kept 11 weeks. Miss Louisa I’. CoamMbBen- 
iin, of Temple, had the supervision. She is an experienced and 
accomplished teacher, entering heartily into the work and coming 
out always with success. The progress of the school was marked, 
and all the exercises, examination day, indicated that teacher and 
pupils had been devoted to their business. There was much in- 
terest in the school manifested by the parents, if we may judge by 
the number of them present and the commendatory remarks some 
of them made. By the way, we would say to them, your school 
house is not large enough; it is not properly ventilated ; arise, 
and build, larger and better. 


Pa) 
DISTRICT NO. VIL. 


S. JEenNtE ApAms, of Townsend, Mass., was teacher of the Sum- 
mer Term of 8 weeks. The progress of this school was not very 
marked. Some disturbance occurred, occasioned by boys of for- 
eign birth, who resisted the teacher’s authority and demeaned them- 
selves in a very unbecoming manner. Miss Adams is a good schol- 
ur, and aimed to do her duty faithfully ; but she lacks the ele- 
ements of governing well the refractory. We would kindly sug- 
gest that school keeping is not the sphere of her adaptation ; for, 
eovernment failing, effort in other directions is unavailing. 

The Winter Term of 9 weeks was kept by Mr. N. A. Hask ani, 
of Appleton Academy, New Ipswich, and was a good school. 
Thorough drilling and great progress distinguished it. Order was 
promptly secured and retained. It seemed like another school 
from the one we visited here on previous occasions; and he that 
wrought the change for good so quickly is worthy, as teacher, of 
a larger field of usefulness than this district affords. 


DISTRICT NO. VIIL. 


The Summer Term of this school was in the good hands of Mrs. 
Rnuopa M. Barrer, of the district. It was an excellent school 
of 8 weeks. Mrs. Barrett is admirably adapted to the work of 
school teaching; without apparent effort infusing her own spirit 
into her scholars; securing their love, respect, obedience, and de- 
votion to study. Her quiet dignity, easy manner, and command- 
ing presence, taken in connection with her other qualifications, 
make her a teacher second to none. In two years the school has 
not passed a more satisfactory examination. 

The Winter Term of 9 weeks was under the direction of J. W. 
SMiri, a student of Appleton Academy. Mr. Smith is qualified 
for the position of instructor, but lacks the ability to govern. 
Good order was not sustained, judging from appearances examina- 
tion day and the complaint of the district. But it was Mr. Smith’s 
first effort, and he will, we trust, succeed better next time. 


DISTRICT NO. IX. 


Summer Term taught by Miss Nrerrin Evxiot,of Mason. The 
school appeared finely at its close,and its progress under the tuteé- 


- 
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lage of its young and efficient instructress was commendable. It 
was a short term of only 8 weeks. 

The Winter Term kept 93 weeks under direction of Mr. Ray- 
pALL H. Auprici, of Fitchburg, Mass. The school was quiet, 
orderly, and well ruled. Its progress in several branches, espec- 
ially in that of reading, was good. The district felt satisfied it 
had got the right man in the right place, and we agree with its 
verdict. 


CLOSING REMARKS. 


To the prudential committees of the several districts, and to 
friends and patrons of the schools, we are under many obligations 
for their kindly co-operation and friendly hospitalities during the 
year. We tender them our thanks, and bespeak for them in re- 
turn the blessings which come from above. 

The introduction of a new set of Readers and Spellers into our 
schools, the need of which has long been felt and the occasion of 
much thought and some debate on the part of your Committees 
for two years past, has been happily consummated the present 
year. Sargent’s New Series, now common in most of the schools 
in Massachusetts, and being rapidly introduced into the schools of 
New Hampshire, came to our notice; and after a thorough exam- 
ination of them as to their merits, aided by competent assistants, 
we resolved, with the hearty concurrence of these gentlemen, to 
make the exchange. The books for introduction were obtained 
at wholesale prices, and exchanges made on most liberal terms. 
Some might object to the exchange,—but why? Does the farmer, 
the mechanic, the manufacturer, hesitate about exchanging his old 
implements, tools and machinery, when new and better are invent- 
ed and put into the market? Nay, “everything is beautiful in 
its season,” but not otherwise. 

An exchange of Arithmetics and, perhaps, Geographies is equal- 
ly demanded by the interests of the schools and our children. 
In 1846, the Government of France legalized a new system of 
weights and measures which might, if accepted, be common to the 
whole world. Proving to be go much superior to all the old sys- 
tems, and obviating so many difficulties in international intcr- 
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course, nearly every civilized and enlightened nation on the globe 
has adopted and legalized its use. This was the case with our 
own government at Washington in 1866. This new and universal 
system is a decimal one. All the terms are Greek and Latin, 
wherever used under the sun. Mathematically, therefore, the 
world is coming back to be “of one speech.” Many of the rules 
and tables in our old arithmetics are thus rendered useless for all 
the future. Why, then, should our children be made to study 
them? We went to school and learned them for their wse, but our 
children will not use them. Already new works are in the mar- 
ket—Walton’s, Eaton’s, Quackenbos’s, and Greenleaf’s—each 
containing the new system; and we plead that the children may 
have them at an early day, and be learning what will be of use to 
them all their lives. Also, there are so many kinds of these old 
arithmetics in our schools as to render the work of teaching the 
scholars to advantage impossible. This is another reason why the 
best new work should be introduced into our schools, and the use 
of all others—the old that have served their day—he strictly pro- 
hibited. Only in this way can the best interests of our schools 
be secured. | 

And so in regard to geography, whose lines and spaces are ever 
changing. Get the best, latest work published, which in our 
judgment is Guyot’s, and exclude all others from the school rooms. 
It is written, “Thou shalt not sow thy field with mixed seeds,” 
and this doctrine applies to our school: rooms, as it does elsewhere, 
with peculiar force. The nuisance of a multiplicity of authors 
should be abated from our schools. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


ENDING MARCH 1, 1869. 


Balance in treasury, March 1, 1868, $2165 24 
Received of Chas. B. Prescott, collector for 1867-8, 11400 00 
J. C. Mason, collector for 1866, 1905 00 
Borrowed upon the town’s note, 3850 00 
Treasurer of Boynton fund, 599 24 
Savings bank tax, for 1868, 223 62 
Railroad tax, 6 90 55 
Literary fund, Fiddacy 66 : 61 20 
U.S. bounties, Baia Litt ‘ 200 00 
For County paupers, 82 08 
Of Daniel Hill, 7 00 
William Smith, for use of land, ‘ 6 00 
For show license, 10 00 


819699 93 
Treasurer's Credit. 


Paid notes and interest, $6117 41 
State and County Tax. 
Paid state tax, . $2912 50 


County tax, 995 28 


New Roads. 


Paid in part for building new roads, $1700 00 
James Brason, for land damage, 221 10 
L. L. Barrett, o ne 142 10 
L. H. Hodgman, 66 ‘“ 100 70 
Mary & Walter Weston, for land damage, 77 25 
Chas. H. Burns, counsel fees for 1867-8, 67 50 


$2308 65 


13 


Reparing LHMighways. 


Paid John S. Spaulding, for 1867, $3 00 
Thomas B. Tarbell, ‘© 1868, 46 50 
Albert M. Hill, #65, 63 23 
Daniel Goodwin, nh, 24 50 
Abram Wright, aay 31 03 
Asher Elliott, eee 2 00 
tobert L. Cumnock, veh tito 
James H. Barrett, beiic Gas 9 40 
True Robbins, iit tt 16 :'75 
Jonathan Russell, “ 1866, 5 50 
Samuel Ingalls, * 1868, 2 25 
Veron Eaton, “6 1865, 4 50 
John Campbell, “ 1868, 11 00 
J. L. Batchelder, Saar: 8 96 
F. L. Peabody, aA: 15 60 
Jonathan F. Blood, Ply ake 1 50 
L. W. Mitchell, ashe Ay i D5 
Otis Childs, Aer ass 10 04 
Sewell F. Adams, eae 8 Cw ars 
Thomas B. Tarbell, ES ihe sb 1 50 
G. W. Scripture ee 1 25 


$284 99 


Breaking Roads for the Winter of 1867-8 


Paid George W. Scripture, $38 65 

4 “<6 be Th 55 
Albert Whitaker, 70 
James H. Barrett, 13 00 
George L. Blood, 50 
Jacob Rideout, 40 


os) 


Morton L. Barrett, 
B. A. Elliott, 

John 8. Spaulding, 
J. H. Elliott, 
Luther Nutting, 
Thomas B. Tarbell, 


nO Re © 

or in bo Ob Co bO OO OD 
~ 
~~ 


(Jv 
C. W. Russell, 30 60 
Benjamin Livingston, 41 65 
EK. B. Barrett, 33115 
William Galey, 11 25 
Nathan Worcester, 225 
A. B. Smith, 15 09 


William R. Gillman, 
Luther Nutting, 
Xobert L. Cumnock, 
Samuel N. Barrett, 


as 


i) 

8 

2 

ie 
Hammond Elliott, 6 25 
Amos Robbins, 2 47 
Ebenezer Blood, 7.04 
John Campbell, 14 57 
J. L. Batchelder, 3 83 


W. A. Adams, 

Edmund Merriam, 

J. L. Chamberlin, 

C. W. & W. Russell, 

G. W. Scripture, 

I. E. Scripture, 

Veron Eaton, 

Calvin Blood, ; 


Breaking Roads 


Paid Abram Wright, a) 
A. B. Smith, 
Samuel N. Barrett, 
Freeman Elliott, 
William R. Gillman, 
Luther Nutting, 

M. H. Nutting, 
Robert L. Cumnock, 
James H. Barrett, 
Lucas Adams, 

True Robbins, 
William P. Robbins, 
Samuel Ingalls, 
Veron Eaton, 
Warner Russell, 


ct oo bo OO) OTRO 


me Ore Co Oo Co YS 
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uv Winter of 1868-9. 


51|John Campbell, 
50\J. L. Batchelder, 
40|}L. W. Mitchell, 
07|Henry C. Stearns, 
00| Jason Webber, 
70|Edmund Merriam, 
37| Otis Childs, 

45\F. E. Nutting, 
00|Sewall F. Adams, 
45\J. L. Chamberlin, 
85|Thomas B. Tarbell, 
55|G. B. Gay, 

50j\I. E. Seripture, 

25 
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For Support of Schools. 


Dist. No. 1, $221 
as oD, 171 
eu 8, 630 
RAD © 142 
“6 i 106 


58| Dist. No. 6, 
10 6é 6c yf 
389 75 6e 8, 
64 6 ee 9 


02|Town of New Ipswich, 


School Committee for 1867. 


Paid E. J. Emery, 
M. C. Dodge, 
J. C. Mason, 
J. C. Mason, 1868, 


Trustees Boynton Fund. 


Paid Jonathan Russell, for 1867-8, 


Amos Scripture, for 1866—7-8, 
Joseph B. Wilson, for 1868, 
Charles Scripture, “ “ 
Thomas H. Marshall,“ * 


$479 84 


— 
Cre OR er he Brow oO 


— 


$145 43 


$145 18 
145 51 
145 88 
140 62 

2°16 


$1851 08 


$42 05 
66 00 
20 00 
10 00 


—_—_—- —___—__—_— 


$138 05 


15 
Police Officers. 


Paid William G. Lakin, &8 00|Calvin Searls, &3 00 
James A. Mansfield, 2 00|George W. Clark, 3 00 
Nathan P. Farrar, 3 00 ~~ 

James H. Hartshorn, 5 00 $24 00 


Miscellaneous Haupenses. 


Paid Joseph P. Blood, repairs on town house, $45 24 
Benjamin F. March, services on town farm, 1867, 164 96 
William H. Fisk, for stationery, 6 30 
Asher Peabody, boarding selectmen, 39 42 


Alvah P. Barrett, damages to horse, occasioned by reason or 
impassable road, 
John P. Wright, cutting wood and cleaning town house, 


pen 


Joseph P. Blood, for work at town farm in 1867, 09 
J. C. Mason, collector of taxes for 1866, 150 00 
- abe ‘* error in collector’s book, 25 00 
John S. Spalding; services in Weston case, 50 

4 tea ag new road * 00 


James Taft, insurance on town buildings, 
Granville Mathews, for oxen, 

A. W. Mitchell, police badges, 

B. Wadleigh, counsel in Robbins matter in 1866, 


(Fi) 

Sw n 
Doom TIwNd a & 219 OI OM Crt 
) 
se 


Eastman & Cross, services in Weston case, 1867, 15 00 
N. P. Green, printing town reports for 1867, 39 00 
Chas. B. Prescott, collecting taxes for 1867, 120 00 
Amos A. Smith, piece of land, 10 00 
Expense paid in settling with state treasurer, 45 
Charles H. Burns, services in Wright case in 1867, 20 20 


as " es Bs “ Stearns case . 
ve i Hg ¥ ‘¢ Weston case i 
Green & Noyes, blanks for orders, 
Abram Wright, school district tax in No. 1, 
John B. Hill, frame and glass for town charter, 
Amos Scripture, repairing water works at town farm, 1867, 
James Brason, for watering trough, 
True Robbins, sb tt 
Joseph B. Wilson, for stationery, 
‘f. H. Marshall, medical attendance at town farm in 1867, 


— 


—— 


Chas. B. Prescott, for perambulating town lines, 00 

William G. Lakin, +6 cs 6s 00 

Thomas B. Tarbell, “s as v6 10 50 
pu Lea “ expense of getting oxen for farm, 00 
4é “ee 74 


no 
wmwwoomnerwseanwonw ke a 
© 
o 


for use of horse in doing town business 
Selectmen’s bill for stationery, 


Ward Scripture, for watering trough, 5 00 
M. L. Barrett, 3 00 
Auditing Committee, 4 00 
Chas. B. Prescott, making return to state treasurer of inventory 

for the years 1867- 8, 4 00 


oe 
== 


$1155 48 
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Sheep Killed by Dogs in 1867. 


Paid Warner Russell, 

Ephraim Hildreth, 

Thomas Fitzpatrick, 

EK. J. Hodgman, . 
Jonathan Russell, 

Chas. W. Russell, for looking up dogs, 


Expense of Poor off .the Farm. 


: 
Paid Marv G. Adams for support of Mrs. Gillman, 
Thomas Bb. Tarbell, goods furnished A. Blood, 
Assistance rendered Mrs. Win. Tarbell, 
George W. Scripture, goods for Daniel Hill, 
Hartshorn & Whitney, “* : a 


Luther L. Barrett, goods furnished Samuel Weston in 1867 


Dr. Fitz, medical i tendariee on Mrs. Tar Dell, 

G. S. Runnells, goods fer ce 

Downes Brothers, ** =“ 6 v6 

Joseph Butterfield, hoase rent and goods for Mrs. Tarbell, 


County Paupers. 


Paid J. B. Wilson, digging grave for county pauper, 
Isaac A. Brown, for boarding Martha Brown, 
William G. Lakin, support of county paupers, 

Isaac A. Brown, boarding Martha Brown, 

N. H. Shattuck, taking depositions of county paupers, 
Nelson Blake, wood furnished Lucy Davis, 


] 
William G. Lakin, cash paid out on account of county paupers, — 1: 


G. W. Scripture, coods for county paupers, 


Town Officers 


Paid Jacob Rideout, services after settlement, 


William G. Lakin, - fs 
John S. Spalding, i us L 
sg os services as town treasurer, 1867, 
Chas. B. Prescott, services as selectman, 
let tige “cash paid out in doing town business, 
William G. Lakin, services as selectman, 
fs v ss is and cash paid out, 
Thomas B. Tarbell, services as selectman, 
Re; fs «and cash paid out, 


Joseph B. Wilson, town clerk, 


Hxpense in case of Fitchburg R. RB. Co. vs. 


Paid for counsel and witnesses, 


$34 00 
10 OO 
L500 
24 OV 
2 00 


40 00 
80 50 
29 50 
30 00 


S443 522 
the Town. 
$177 33 
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Abatement of Taxes. 


Levi Barrett, over tax, $1 60 

Fitchburg R. R.“ “for 1865, 67 00 
$68 60 

Recapitulation. 

Amount received by treasurer, $19699 93 

Paid notes and interest, $6117 41 

State and county tax, 3907 78 

For new roads, 2308 65 

Repairing highways, 284 99 

Breaking roads, 625 27 

Support of schools, 1851 08 

School committee, 138 05 

Trustees Boynton fund, 23 75 

Police officers, 24 00 

Miscellaneous expenses, 1155 48 

Sheep killed by dogs, 76 50 

Expenses of poor off the farm, . 158 86 

County paupers, 88 85 

Town officers, 443 22 

Expense in Fitchburg R. R. case, 177 33 

Abatement of taxes, 68 60—$17449 82 

Balance in the treasury, $2250 11 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAS. L. CHAMBERLIN, TreAsureEr. 


We have examined the foregoing accounts, shown us by the Treasurer, 
and find them correctly cast, and vouchers have been shown for the same. 


CHAS. P. RICHARDSON, 


J. S. SPALDING, | Auprrors. 
Mason, February 22, 1869. 


Condition of Finances. 


The town is indebted for outstanding notes and interest, 
To meet which the town has the following assets, viz : 


Cash in treasury, $2250 11 
Due on Samuel Withington’s note, 418 54 
« = » George Taft’s a 268 71 
* 7.4 Charles A. Wright’s 79 50 


Chas. F. Wright and Joel Nutting’s note, 48 34 
Chas. B. Prescott, collector, 


$38036 94 


2005 92 -—- $5071 12 


Leaving against the town, for which it has no available funds, $32965 82 
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The town possesses the Wi baoeh ase 9 property : 


Farm occupied by the poor, | . $3000 00 
Personal property at farm, 3047 10 
$6047 10 


‘In submitting the foregoing report, I find there was an error against 
the town, for outstanding notes and interest, in the report for the year 
ending March Ist, 1868, for $1041.31; and I would also call the attention 
of the town to the expense of building new roads and land damage, paid 
within the last year, of $2308.65, making the amount of $3349.96, which 
has had to be met out of the assessments of 1868; otherwise the town 
would have shown a decrease of debt of $2665.75. 

Many other expenses that are noticed in the report I think are suscep- 
tible of retr enchment and reform, which I respectfully submit. 


JAS. L. CHAMBERLIN, Treasurer. 


REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


Pauper Farm in Account with the Town. 


‘Dr. 
To value of farm, $3000 00 
Personal property as reported, March 1st, 1868, 2841 67 
Services of Superintendent, April 1st, 1869, 400 00 
Cash paid by Town Treasurer for stock for farm, 300 00 
es Pat fa | ————$6541. 67 
Cr. e. ; s of 
By value of farm, $3000 00 
Personal property at farm, 3047 10 
Amount due for milk, 85 00 
Work of Superintendent on highways, 57 75 
Amount received for keeping county paupers, 15 50 
Amount due for keeping county paupers, 13 50 
Repairs on buildings, «+. 50 00 
Amount. due the farm for york of Superintendent, _ 63 66 
. $6332 51 
Cost of poor on the farm for the year ending March 1st, ee 
1869, exclusive of interest on cost ve farm, $209 16 
Paid for paupers off the farm, ate | 158 86 
Whole cost of the poor for the year, ‘a $368 02 


By vere. ew eae WILLIAM G. LAKIN, OF 


CHAS. B. PRESCOTT, ) Seircrmen 
THOMAS B. TARBELL, Mason. , 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF 


THE BOYNTON COMMON SCHOOL FUND. 


The amount of the Boynton Common School Fund in the hands 
of the Trustees on the first day of January, 1869, was $10,002 19 


Loaned to the town of Mason, at 6 per cent., $10,000 00 
Interest unéxpended, 219 


On the first day of May last the number of scholars in town 
between the ages of five and fifteen was 284. 

The sum of $599 24, being $2 11 per scholar, was appropriated 
and divided among the several school districts in town, as follows: 


District No 1, Scholars, 44 Share, $92 84 
eg iD Shy Annan ae 2, amar iY. py Ay 
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. eect iy he RY, 7) 40309 
284 $599 24 


Respectfully submitted, 


JONATHAN RUSSELL, 2p, 
THOMAS H. MARSHALL, | 
CHARLES SCRIPTURE, $ 
JOSEPH B. WILSON, | 
AMOS SCRIPTURE, 


Mason, Feb. 16, 1869. 
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